what’s it trying to feel like?

Libretto by Simone Stern
Music by Hannah Cai Sobel

Cast of Characters (in order of appearance):
Narrator — baritone

Sue — mezzo-soprano

Margaret — mezzo-soprano

Husband (can double Narrator) — baritone

what’s it trying to feel like is an eight-minute surrealist piece which follows a narrator following two
women, Sue and Margaret, as they attempt to discuss Margaret’s marriage. We see Margaret navigate the
emotions and numbness that accompany her archetypal heterosexual marriage. The piece explores themes
of indecision, tension, and telling the emotional truth of a story.
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