
 

 

 

Emily is Gay 

4 poems of Emily Dickinson for soprano 

 

 because no voice coach tells me that Emily Dickinson “isn’t gay” and “just enjoys writing from the male 

perspective” without consequence. You’re wrong, Geoff.  

 

1. The bee is not afraid of me 

 

The Bee is not afraid of me. 

I know the Butterfly. 

The pretty people in the Woods 

Receive me cordially— 

 

The Brooks laugh louder when I 

come— 

The Breezes madder play; 

Wherefore mine eye thy silver mists, 

Wherefore, Oh Summer's Day? 

 

2. She went as quiet as the dew 

 

She went as quiet as the dew 

From a familiar flower. 

Not like the dew did she return 

At the accustomed hour! 

 

She dropt as softly as a star 

From out my summer's eve; 

Less skilful than Leverrier 

It's sorer to believe! 

 

 

3. I wish I knew that woman’s name 

I wish I knew that woman’s name, 

So, when she comes this way, 

To hold my life, and hold my ears, 

For fear I hear her say 

She’s ‘sorry I am dead,’ again, 

Just when the grave and I 

Have sobbed ourselves almost to 

sleep, — 

Our only lullaby. 

 

4. So proud she was to die 

 

So proud she was to die 

It made us all ashamed 

That what we cherished, so unknown 

To her desire seemed— 

 

So satisfied to go 

Where none of us should be 

Immediately—that Anguish stooped 

Almost to Jealousy— 
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